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By MIKE KNAPE
Exciting. Groundbreak-ing. Not usually words you associate with 
Puget Sound’s online pres-
ence, right? Technology Services is 
trying to change that with a flurry 
of new services and tools, some 
of which are already available 
to students. SoundNet, a private 
Puget Sound Internet portal that 
links together traditional services 
like Webmail and Moodle in a 
new, collaborative setting, is one 
such change. 
While this new portal is already 
live on the Internet, Chief Tech-
nology Officer and Associate Vice 
President for Technology Services 
William Morse cautioned that it is 
an evolving system that will con-
tinue to grow and improve. 
“It is like our version of Face-
book, but with more grouping 
powers and more privacy for users. 
It’s password-protected and limit-
ed to the Puget Sound communi-
ty. Users will be able wto create and 
share documents, calendars and 
discussion forums, for example,” 
Morse said. 
As the site may be a little over-
whelming at first glance, Tech Ser-
vices plans to hold various train-
ings to walk students, faculty and 
staff through the service. Tech 
Services will also be hosting with 
ASUPS a technology town hall 
meeting on March 2 in the Murray 
Boardroom to discuss the new de-
velopments and hear feedback. 
Group and academic depart-
ment pages are expected to become 
an important part of the new por-
tal. ASUPS and Puget Sound Out-
doors have already created pag-
es, as well as the regional alumni 
councils. SoundNet allows users 
to customize the way they view 
this content by making con-
nections with other users and a 
“Newsfeed,” among others. 
Among the changes is the cre-
ation of V-Desk, or virtual desktop. 
Starting in April, V-Desk will allow 
the campus community to use ad-
vanced software on their personal 
computers via the Internet instead 
of having to use special computers 
in a laboratory setting. Economics 
or Business majors, for example, 
will be able to use the same statis-
tical analytic software found in the 
campus computer labs from wher-
ever they need. 
“The challenge has been that stu-
dents had to go to the lab to use 
advanced software like Photoshop 
and SSR, which leads to very heavy 
usage at crunch time and very lit-
tle otherwise. V-Desk will take lab 
programs and make them available 
anywhere. You could be studying 
abroad in Paris and still use Puget 
Sound’s software,” Morse said. 
The switch to V-Desk will also 
allow a reorganizing of the com-
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By CAITLIN DOXSIE
Puget Sound has once again 
found its way onto the top 10 list of 
small colleges and universities that 
generate volunteers for the Peace 
Corps, revealed a Puget Sound press 
release. 
According to the Peace Corps’ 
“Top Colleges 2011” list, this year 
Puget Sound ranked number eight 
in its category with a total of 21 un-
dergraduate alumni currently vol-
unteering. The Peace Corps classi-
fies a small college and university as 
having less than 5,000 undergradu-
ate students. 
According to the Puget Sound 
press release, the Loggers have 
ranked in the top 10 Peace Corps 
volunteer-producing small colleg-
es every year since 2001, when the 
Peace Corps began releasing their 
annual rankings. 
In addition, a total of 257 Puget 
Sound alumni have participated in 
the Peace Corps since its creation. 
So what is it that makes the Peace 
Corp so appealing to Puget Sound 
students? Former Peace Corps vol-
unteer and Puget Sound alum Erin 
Carlson said that here at Puget 
Sound, students and faculty are 
more globally minded and that the 
campus is supportive of the Peace 
Corps. 
Karen Barbee, a Puget Sound se-
By CHELSEA TSUCHIDA
The college years are said to be the 
best years of a young adult’s life, but 
recent research has shown that high 
personal expectations are affecting 
the emotional health of college fresh-
men. The pressure to excel seems to 
be taking a toll on students’ health.
“The American Freshman: Nation-
al Norms for 2010,” a study published 
by the University of California at Los 
Angeles Higher Education Research 
Institute, reported that 75.8 percent 
of the students surveyed reported 
their drive to achieve as “above av-
erage.” This report of high personal 
drive contrasts with the percentage 
of students who reported “above av-
erage” emotional health, which came 
out to 51.9 percent. According to the 
study, 29.1 percent of freshmen “fre-
quently felt overwhelmed by all they 
had to do.”  
“As a music major, you are required 
to participate in an ensemble so there 
Should skiers and boarders wear helmets?
By ANNETTE  D’AUTREMONT
Skiers and snowboarders have 
been battling over the mountain for 
years. Boarders complain that ski-
ers are too slow and get in their way. 
Skiers complain that boarders fly 
down the mountain recklessly with 
no concern for others around them. 
But one issue concerns both snow 
sport enthusiasts: helmet safety. 
The need for a helmet law on the 
mountain is something that both 
skiers and boarders can agree (or 
disagree) on. 
Since the death of actress Nata-
sha Richardson in March of 2009, 
the debate about whether a helmet 
law should be mandated has begun 
to fuel an international debate. Ac-
cording to the National Ski Areas 
Association (NSAA), Richardson 
died from a fall while not wearing a 
helmet. And it could have been pre-
vented had she been wearing one. 
The National Ski Area Associa-
tion urges skiers and boarders to 
wear a helmet. NSAA reports that 
fatalities from skiing or boarding 
accidents are rare: one death for ev-
ery 2.5 million skier days. 
Although the fatality rate may 
appear low, the occurrence strikes 
close to home. 
According to a report from the 
Oregonian, last February a 23 year 
old snowboarder died on Mt. Hood 
while doing the rails and jumps. His 
father is now pushing for a manda-
tory helmet law. 
Sure, it seems silly to sport a hel-
met when you live only two blocks 
away, but accidents can happen any-
where. 
Justin Canny, the Coordinator of 
Puget Sound Outdoors (PSO) be-
lieves helmets are important to one’s 
personal safety and can be seen 
wearing one on his bicycle to and 
from campus. 
Here at Puget Sound, it’s common 
to see bikers zipping around campus 
sans helmet. Puget Sound Outdoors 
Coordinator Justin Canny believes 
helmets are important to personal 
safety.
Canny admits, however, that the 
Expeditionary does not require ski 
helmets to be worn on PSO trips, 
and they actually do not offer rental 
helmets. 
“It is difficult to encourage such 
a practice when helmets cannot be 
as easily cleaned like lot of the oth-
er gear we rent out. Instead, when 
you take the ski shuttle, you sign 
a liability form accepting the risks 
that come along with skiing,” Can-
ny said.  
Canny believes that although a 
ski helmet mandate is a good idea, it 
probably wouldn’t be well-enforced; 
he remarked, “It is a common no-
tion among students that they will 
be just fine and don’t consider the 
possibility that someone else could 
run into them on the mountain. It 
would be difficult to institute such a 
helmet law because there is a strong 
anti-government sentiment among 
many students these days.”
The Puget Sound Ski Team takes 
a similar stance on the issue regard-
ing helmets. 
Puget Sound Ski Team President 
Kelsey Baran said that racers are re-
quired to wear helmets and most of 
the members wear them, even when 
they are not racing. “They keep your 
head warm and since we’re fast ski-
ers, there is a higher probability that 
we may crash.” 
In reference to debate over a ski 
helmet law, Baran pointed out that 
“students don’t like to be told what 
to do, so a law probably wouldn’t be 
very effective.” 
Nonetheless, Baran said she has 
observed a trend of more accep-
tance for helmets among skiers on 
the mountain. 
Although a ski helmet law will 
not be enforced anytime soon, the 
movement towards understanding 
the importance of helmets is slowly 
evolving. 
Ski teams can be seen wearing hel-
mets at all times. 
The NSAA reports that 48 percent 
of skiers and boarders now wear hel-
mets, up from about 20 percent  sev-
en years ago. 
SAVING FACE: Helmet use is 
growing in popularity.
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“Students don’t like to be 
told what to do, so a law 
probably wouldn’t be very 
effective. ”
—Kelsey Baran
Mountain safety under debate in light of recent accidents
Technology services unleashes the beast
see TECHNOLOGY page 2
New portal: SoundNet collaboratively links students to resources.
puter labs around campus, as the 
actual number of desktop comput-
ers needed should decrease. 
“We will still be investing the 
same amount in computer labs, it 
just might not be the rows of com-
puters that are currently necessary. 
Th e new technology allows us to 
be a lot more fl exible in what those 
spaces look like,” Morse said. 
Reorganizing the campus’ resi-
dential phones is another project 
that Tech Services will implement 
in the near future. 
Because recent survey data 
showed that less than one percent 
of residential telephones are used, 
residence halls and Greek houses 
will have only one phone per fl oor 
per hall next year, instead of in ev-
ery room. 
Behind these visible chang-
es, Tech Services is undertaking a 
larger transition altogether, ren-
ovating the Enterprise Resource 
Planning (ERP) system that under-
pins the campus’ business and ac-
counting services. According to the 
Tech Services website, an ERP is an 
“integrated technology solution for 
managing the internal and external 
resources of an organization utiliz-
ing a single soft ware system and a 
single database.” 
For Puget Sound, that means in-
tegrating all the information found 
on Cascade and Banner, including 
fi nancial aid, human resources and 
student information. 
Th e implementation of the new 
system will take two years to imple-
ment. 
“Th e end result is that this will 
allow us to modernize the user 
interfaces. It will support servic-
es like a customizable portal and 
messaging. It will empower you to 
control your own experience, with 
mobile apps, etc,” Steve Renker, Di-
rector of Enterprise Information 
Systems, said. 
nior and a Peace Corps applicant 
added that Puget Sound students 
“are predisposed to get out and ex-
plore” based on the high study 
abroad rates and the fact that rough-
ly 80 percent of Puget Sound stu-
dents are from outside of Washing-
ton State. Barbee—who hopes to be 
a part of the health extension sector 
of the Peace Corps—added that the 
liberal arts bring bigger ideas that 
the Peace Corps fosters, such as the 
desire to explore and exchange both 
ideas and cultural understandings. 
Both Barbee and Carlson agreed 
about the benefi ts of the Peace 
Corps. 
“Right out of college there are so 
many diff erent ways to apply skills 
in a direct way. Every fi eld has a 
place,” Barbee said.
Similarly, Carlson stated that the 
Peace Corps is a “great way to get 
two years of professional and inter-
national experience.” 
Barbee originally planned to at-
tend medical school, but plans to 
use her time in the Peace Corps to 
explore the areas of public health 
and health administration and de-
cide if medicine is right for her. 
Freshman Emily Rychlick—who 
is considering joining the Peace 
Corps aft er she graduates—agreed: 
“When you get out school and you 
have a degree, going into the Peace 
Corps will help you fi nd direction as 
to how you will apply your degree to 
your career and life.”
is a lot of outside work you have to 
do on top of homework from oth-
er classes, and you have to maintain 
good grades all around. Th e academ-
ics at Puget Sound are hard. You are 
supposed to push through things and 
learn, which is just part of the liber-
al arts education,” freshman Hannah 
Wynn said, adding,  “Th ere are some 
nights when you know you’re gonna 
have to stay up late, but you just have 
to get it done.” 
“I feel stressed because of my 
grades and trying to transition to this 
new style of education,” freshman 
Eric Lau remarked. 
Th e percentage of freshmen who 
perceived their drive to achieve as 
above average and the percentage 
that frequently felt overwhelmed 
were at record highs since 1985, 
whereas the percentage who saw 
their emotional health as above av-
erage was at a record low, according 
to a report in Th e Chronicle of Higher 
Education.
In the same report, Association for 
University and College Counseling 
Directors President Denise Hayes 
noted that increased pressure to ex-
cel is in part attributed to fi nancial 
concerns.
”Financial stuff  and wanting to 
succeed and pleasing your par-
ents and earning your tuition are 
all major stress factors. And on top 
of managing fi nancial matters, it’s 
managing your own time for the 
fi rst time and owning up to your re-
sponsibilities,” Wynn said. 
According to Th e Chronicle, 
Hayes also stated that anxiety, as op-
posed to depression, has become the 
most pressing of students’ emotion-
al-health issues. Of the freshmen 
who reported low emotional health, 
11 percent said that they believed 
they would need counseling in col-
lege compared to the 8 percent of 
those who reported high emotion-
al health. 
“All of the professors have been 
really helpful so far. Th ey’ve referred 
me to CHWS or Academic Advis-
ing or the Center for Writing and 
Learning. I haven’t taken advan-
tage of many of those opportunities, 
but it helps to know they’re there,” 
Wynn said. 
It seems as though students may 
not be utilizing the university’s re-
sources because of busy schedules. 
However, culturally it has become 
more acceptable for students to seek 
counseling or health services be-
cause the negative stigmas associat-
ed with it have been reduced. 
“What we have seen, in the past 
ten to fi ft een years is that, percent-
age wise, more students are seeking 
counseling services. I think the per-
centage was something like 10-12% 
ten years ago, whereas it’s at around 
22% now,” Psychologist and Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention Coordina-
tor Charee Boulter said. 
At Puget Sound, the week-long 
freshmen orientation program func-
tions to ease students into social and 
community life at and around the 
university, whereas required fresh-
men seminars on writing and schol-
arly and creative inquiry function to 
familiarize students with academic 
expectations. 
“Six Pack of Common Sense,” 
which is a seminar on alcohol use 
put on by Student Development, is 
also required of incoming students 
to familiarize them with healthy life 
style choices. 
“In terms of the health and well-
ness of students, it really depends 
on how well-connected you are on 
campus. For example, LGBT stu-
dent getting involved with B-GLAD, 
or a student who really likes sports 
to be involved in intramurals, or 
getting involved in Greek Life. Stu-
dent groups likes that really contrib-
ute to your health and well-being,” 
Post-Doctorial Resident Michael 
Shrift er said. 
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ASUPS Election campaigns are underway, and Marshall Hall speeches will occur on Monday February 
21st at 6 p.m. The Election itself will begin on Feb. 25 with voting available online and at a polling station 
in the S.U.B.
The Campus Film this weekend is Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1. Tickets are $1 with 
student ID and $2 without. Refreshments are available for purchase.
There will be Open Mic tonight, Friday, Feb. 18 at 6:30 in the Piano Lounge.
Campus Music Network is now accepting graphic artist submissions for two albums; “The Sandlot” Hip 
Hop EP, and the 18th annual CMN album. Both albums will have wide (700+) copy distribution and 
promotion; this is a great opportunity to showcase your work. Templates can be downloaded at blog.
pugetsoundCMN.com<http://blog.pugetsoundCMN.com>
On Feb. 21 from 11:45-12:45 in Marshall Hall Northwest Sounds presents Bill Sims Jr. and Mark Lavoie. 
Come enjoy the music while you eat lunch.
What’s up with ASUPS?
The following incidents have been reported to Security Services 
between February 8 and February 14, 2011:
Bicycle Stolen From Campus
A student reported his bicycle stolen from the racks outside Kit-
tredge Hall.  The bicycle was secured with a cable lock that was 
cut.
 
Theft from Vehicle
A student reported his vehicle was broken into while it was parked 
near Seward Hall.  An iPod he left inside the vehicle was stolen.
 
Crime Prevention Tips:
·         Valuables left in vehicles attracts thieves.  Do not leave purs-
es, wallets, backpacks, luggage, sporting gear, or portable electronic 
equipment in your vehicle.  Always secure your vehicle.
·         Always secure your room or ofﬁ ce space while you are away.  
Never leave personal or university property unattended or unse-
cured.
·         If you use a locker on campus, please keep it locked securely.  
Avoid bringing valuables to these facilities.  Report suspicious 
locker room activity immediately to Security Services.
·         Help prevent crime by being an extra set of eyes and ears 
and reporting suspicious activity right away.  Security is open 24/7.  
The main reporting number is 253.879.3311.  Please program this 
number into your phone.
Courtesy of Todd A. Badham, Director of Security Services
SECURIT Y REPORT
Tacoma wins big on yelp.com
By KIMBERLEE FREDERICK
Valentine’s Day is over and gone, 
but Tacoma’s newly gained repu-
tation as the most romantic city in 
North America is one that locals 
aren’t likely to stop crowing about 
for months to come. 
When Yelp, the popular site that 
displays user ratings of restaurants, 
clubs and stores, announced on Feb. 
7 that their calculations put Taco-
ma ahead of every other city in the 
United States in the romance de-
partment, peoples’ attentions were 
gripped. 
Th e process Yelp went through 
to determine which city scored the 
top spot was largely based on pro-
portions. 
According to Yelp, “It all starts 
with identifying a set of romantic 
queries.” Essentially, they looked at 
Yelp searches for things considered 
romantic—chocolate covered straw-
berries, romantic restaurants, linge-
rie and the like. 
However, simply counting how 
many searches each U.S. city made 
in these categories would give un-
fair advantage to the really large 
communities on Yelp, like New York 
City. 
“We take this into account by di-
viding by total search activity in a 
city to calculate the proportion of 
romantic queries,” Yelp reported.  
Tacoma took the top spot, then, 
because more people here have ro-
mantic matters on the brain during 
the days that precede Feb. 14. 
Th e reactions to Yelp’s declara-
tion range from smug to indignant, 
depending on whether they come 
from Tacoma or Seattle. Indeed, the 
fact that Seattle didn’t even make it 
into the top fi ve listing has seemed 
to raise some long-lived contentions 
between the Emerald City and its 
sister city to the south. 
Seattle Weekly blogger Cur-
tis Cartier remarked that Tacoma 
(which he referred to as “Tacomp-
ton”) “is a city less known for cu-
pids shooting arrows than for Crips 
shooting handguns.” 
Seattle PI blogger Vanessa Ho 
went on to irreverently clarify, “Ta-
coma—gritty port city overshad-
owed by Seattle, former mill town 
with aroma issues—is the most ro-
mantic city in the entire country.”
But defenders of Yelp’s choice, 
like those at South Sound Magazine, 
chose to focus on the waterfront res-
taurants, glass spinning studio and 
unique opportunities, like watching 
the South Sound roller derby teams.
Whether it’s with shock, appre-
ciation or disgust, Yelp’s surprising 
results are sure to keep locals talk-
ing for as long as Tacoma-only spots 
like Point Defi ance, Ruston Way and 
the Museum of Glass hold their al-
lure. 
“Most romantic city” award sparks conversation
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Want your opinion to be heard?
If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at 
trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit our new website at 
trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us. We will 
select responses each week to publish in the next issue.
By KYLE NUNES
Political changes are afoot in 
Tunisia and Egypt. News organi-
zations have been reporting non-
stop for weeks and speculating 
about what happens next. The 
question is whether the civil up-
heaval that has brought down two 
long-standing strongman regimes 
will reverberate in other parts of 
the region. Experts predicted and 
have seen increased unrest in the 
Arab world: the North African 
Maghreb, the Near East and the 
Gulf States.
Yet other nations on the conti-
nent have faced substantive chal-
lenges to their central author-
ity. Will the contagion of unrest 
spread from Arabic North Africa 
to other conflicted states sensitive 
to the surprising turn of events?  
Despite the potentially desta-
bilizing political and econom-
ic effect of events in Tunisia and 
Egypt, and the symbolic message 
they broadcast to nations across 
Africa, the likelihood that a wave 
of anti-authoritarian revolution 
moves across the continent is slim.
On-going debates over pow-
er and territory in Sudan, Nigeria 
and Cote d’Ivoire present possible 
routes for such a domino effect 
to take place. However, the soci-
ological makeup and economic 
conditions of those countries are 
dissimilar to those of Egypt and 
Tunisia. Political developments 
will probably remain regional af-
fairs unaffected by the upset of 
power along the Mediterranean.
On Jan. 9-15, Sudan held a ref-
erendum to seek the secession of 
the southern half of the country, 
with its provisional capital in Joba, 
from the Arabic Islamist north, 
commanded from the country’s 
current capital, Khartoum. On 
Jan. 14, voting results were re-
leased, indicating that a strong 
majority of Sudanese wanted to 
see the south secede. 
Ongoing tensions threaten the 
proposed clean break in Sudan. 
The allocation of southern, oil 
rich lands, genocidal militia raids 
in Darfur, the internal and cross-
border displacement of people and 
a heavily manipulated voting ap-
paratus will work against the ten-
tative creation of a new country.
In an email exchange, politics 
and government Assistant Profes-
sor Rachel DeMotts indicated that 
there is some concern on the part 
of Sudanese government officials 
that the contagion of revolution-
ary energy from Egypt and Tunisia 
could find its way to Sudan. This 
follows the detention of opposi-
tion leader Hassan al-Turabi, who 
has connections to Darfuri rebels 
battling the government. 
A Jan. 18 BBC article reported 
that “Mr Turabi warned that an 
uprising as seen in Tunisia was 
‘likely’ amid public anger over 
poverty, a lack of political reform, 
and fears over the likely secession 
of Southern Sudan.”
Yet Turabi’s incarceration sti-
fles his ability to exploit the crit-
ical moment in Sudanese history, 
in which the control of President 
Omar al-Bashir is vulnerable. The 
demonstrators in Egypt, made up 
of middle class, university stu-
dents, the families of victims of 
Mubarak’s security apparatus and 
the urban poor, were aided by la-
bor union strikes that weakened 
the country’s powerful economy. 
Sudan lacks the same basis of de-
mographic and economic sensi-
tivies to bring Bashir’s regime to 
a halt.       
“In terms of further destabiliza-
tion,” writes Professor DeMotts, “I 
think it is unlikely that this would 
go beyond North Africa.”  
“In my view,” DeMotts contin-
ues, “spread is usually facilitated 
by commonalities of some kind 
– similar complaints against the 
government/opposition move-
ments, similar regimes, shared 
history, geography/proximity, 
common identity – and the more 
of these [that there are] in com-
mon, the more likely that changes 
in one country could impact an-
other.”
Nigeria, a West African country 
made powerful by its vast oil re-
serves and an influx of infrastruc-
ture funding from China, has also 
experienced recent unrest. The 
Christmas season saw terrorist 
bombings in the capital city Lagos, 
and rallies preceding April’s heat-
ed presidential election have led to 
violence.
Referring to the geographic 
spread of political contagion, De-
Motts writes, “It’s of course not 
quite that simple, but I think it’s 
highly unlikely that a new regime 
in Egypt will have any particular 
effect on Nigeria, for example.”  
Yet the spread of revolution-
ary energy from North Africa has 
another poiny of entry. A cause 
for worry in the international 
community emanates from Cote 
d’Ivoire, where a stalemate has 
been reached over the fate of the 
country’s presidency. 
Following elections in Decem-
ber, long-time political opposition 
leader Alassane Ouattara, who 
comes from the majority Muslim 
north of the country, won accord-
ing to preliminary vote counts. 
However, the sitting president 
Laurence Gbagbo has refused to 
relinquish power. 
Rioting and violence between 
the supporters of both men have 
caused street-level turmoil and 
wider consequences: according 
to the UN High Commission for 
Refugees, about 35,000 people 
have been displaced internally, 
and another 35,000 into neighbor-
ing Liberia.   
Last week, in an African Union 
meeting in the Ivorian capital of 
Abidjan, Liberian Foreign Minis-
ter Togo McIntosh expressed wor-
ry over the possibility that events 
in Cote d’Ivoire, if not resolved 
soon, could lead to further de-
struction within the region.
Although there is the possi-
bility that the tumultuous land-
scape of North Africa will affect 
the geo-political developments in 
East and West Africa, the Suda-
nese and Ivoirian opposition lead-
ers are not in a position to exploit 
the weaknesses evident in Tunisia 
and Egypt. 
The option of criticizing the sit-
ting government, while appealing 
to civilian protesters who disrupt 
the day-to-day operations that 
give a strongman government its 
façade of power, is impossible in 
countries without the same tradi-
tions of dictatorial security and 
relative economic stability. In Tu-
nisia and Egypt, social media like 
Facebook and Twitter have played 
a huge role in organizing demon-
strations. 
Access to these resources is min-
imal in Sudan and Cote d’Ivoire. 
Limited contact, due to geography 
or limited telecommunications, 
has quelled the kind of fervor be-
hind the most recent civil upheav-
al in Arabic North Africa.  
Unrest in North Africa unlikely to spread south
By MATT KITTO
As college students, we fall into 
the wrongly held belief that paying 
tuition, going to class every once in 
a while, and taking the tests auto-
matically move us into the category 
of productive members of society. 
Going to college used to mean 
learning a lot, working a lot and 
making a lot. Unfortunately none 
of those things are guaranteed any-
more. 
Going to college has changed. 
The number of Americans with 
college degrees is going up, the 
cash grab that having a college de-
gree used to guarantee is gone and 
it’s time we start realizing that. It’s 
time that college students get off 
their high horses and realize that 
binge-drinking, gaming and eating 
aren’t the only things college is for.
A recent study published by the 
University of Chicago Press fol-
lowed 2,322 students from 24 uni-
versities and drew some disturbing 
conclusions. 
In these students’ first two years 
in college, 45% showed no im-
provement in critical-thinking 
skills and 36% of the students “did 
not demonstrate any significant 
improvement in learning.” This is a 
startling trend.
The study lists lack of rigor as the 
main cause for the alarming con-
clusions and blames teachers and 
administrations for the decline in 
upper education. 
But this conclusion removes re-
sponsibility from students and is 
overly critical of the administra-
tions of American universities. At 
some point the students have to be 
held accountable for the diminish-
ing returns we are seeing on the in-
vestment in a college education. 
“College degrees are still im-
portant, but more and more com-
panies are looking to evaluate the 
work ethic of potential employees 
rather than judging by a resume 
alone,” Roxanne Rotticci, a recruit-
er in Portland, OR, said.  
Many would argue that although 
the value of the college degree has 
gone down, the vast majority of the 
work force with a college degree 
out-earn their less educated coun-
terparts. 
This may be true, but as the cost 
of going to college rises, the bene-
fit of this increase in earnings de-
creases. The average student gradu-
ates with approximately $20,000 in 
debt. This number is increasing as 
wages for college graduates is de-
creasing. 
How would you describe some-
one with an undergraduate degree 
from Yale and a MBA from Har-
vard? Smart? Hard-working? Em-
ulative? 
How would you describe Presi-
dent George W Bush? If your an-
swers are different, they shouldn’t 
be, because Mr. Bush graduated 
with those degrees from Yale and 
Harvard. 
There are a plethora of colorful 
adjectives used to describe Presi-
dent Bush but smart, hard-working 
and emulative would not be high 
on the list. 
The era of college educated dom-
inance is quickly coming to an end. 
College points you on the path to 
success, but it far from guarantees 
it. 
Just going through the motions 
of attending school isn’t enough 
anymore. Paying attention and 
studying hard is the only way to 
bring the value back to a college 
education. A university should be 
an educational institution, not a 
young adult daycare.    
“Employers went to college too 
so they have a pretty good idea 
what goes on,” Rotticci said. “That 
is why grades in college are more 
important than ever. Getting good 
grades shows employers that po-
tential employees are very commit-
ted and dedicated people who most 
likely have the traits to be a good 
employee.” 
College is a fantastic experience, 
but that isn’t all it should be. The 
belief that just showing up at col-
lege, coasting through four years 
and picking up a degree at the end 
makes you a productive citizen is 
over. 
Work hard, make the most of 
your time here and learn some-
thing. 
College education not what it was
By MACKENZIE HEPKER
We’ve all been screwed by “the 
system.” At least by some variation 
of it, at some point in our lives; we’ve 
all been through high school, most 
of us have had a job and we all know 
what it feels like to be above or be-
low somebody else, to feel power-
ful or powerless within a hierarchi-
cal structure. 
Many hierarchies within our so-
ciety are highly functional and con-
ducive to fulfilling the purpose of a 
system—such as corporate manage-
ment and the judicial system. How-
ever, social hierarchies that we en-
counter in our daily life both on and 
off campus serve no such purpose, at 
least not effectively.  
The term social hierarchy refers to 
the invisible but understood struc-
ture that makes people more or less 
socially powerful than others. A so-
cially powerful person is one who 
dominates public spaces with their 
presence, and this process is often 
oiled by an aura or practice of intim-
idation and exclusivity.  
In fact, social hierarchies actually 
destroy or hinder the most impor-
tant aspects of social life—the for-
mation of relationships, their func-
tionality and individual well-being. 
Without this type of hierarchy there 
would be less unnecessary drama, 
Changing social ladder
Beatdown: Campus hierarchies are apparent in some colleges. 
Vote: Pro-secession Sudanese turn out to cast their ballots; 
North African effects yet to be seen.
PHOTO COURTESY/DANIEL PENDLETON
SEE HIERARCHY PAGE 4
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By SUZY SPONGEWORTHY
Whilst I was studying for an 
Anatomy test just now, I cracked 
a joke to myself about wanting to 
study someone’s anatomy. Concen-
tration-wise, it was all down hill 
from there.
What first started the derailment 
was that during most studious note-
taking on my part, I read about 
blood vessels “penetrating.” My 
mind instantly flashed to the gut-
ter (not in a boner joke type of way, 
but in a curious yet kinda turned on 
sort of way.)
Thus, here I am, channeling my 
good sexual energy into a column. 
When you’re feeling a little frisky 
there is this lovely, buzzing, ener-
gy rush. One is really bright- eyed, 
bushy tailed and alert. 
A lot of times, the buzzword is 
orgasm and it seems to hog the 
spotlight. But harnessing the sexu-
al buildup leading up seems like a 
goldmine waiting to be realized.
Now, like anything, being turned 
on is a spectrum. Feeling a little 
frisky and being so turned on that 
you cannot focus in class are differ-
ent things, and where that threshold 
is exactly cannot be known and ev-
eryone is different.
The first step is to be conscious of 
and open to the possibility of har-
nessing that energy. Then it is prac-
tice stemming from trial and error. 
One application for harnessing 
this energy is in the budding stag-
es of romance. Taking your time in 
a relationship on a college campus 
can seem kind of silly, but there are 
perks to consider.
Besides having time to get to 
know a partner and build trust and 
respect, the buildup can be incred-
ible. 
After I explained this column to 
a friend, she looked at me and said, 
“Oh, absolutely! I always say you 
have to savor the path. Sex gets bet-
ter the more you have it, but you’ll 
never get that feeling of the initial 
excitement from doing things for 
the first time.”
The most important thing is to do 
what feels natural, and sometimes 
taking it intentionally slow can 
give the relationship some room to 
breathe. That way, when something 
hot happens, the stomach-butterfly-
panty-ping sensation is intensified.
Without crossing into manipula-
tion, good-intentioned teasing falls 
into the category of using that en-
ergy. 
The skin is sometimes said to 
be the most important erogenous 
zone. Stroking a shoulder, putting 
a hand on a knee, et cetera can fos-
ter an almost electric attraction that 
would be a shame to miss. 
This seems pretty obvious to me 
and probably is to you, too. Howev-
er, one thing that comes to mind is 
that porn omits all that great physi-
cal contact that lies in the subtleties 
outside of straight bumpin’ uglies. 
Sure there may be foreplay, but 
that buildup from intimate mo-
ments is undermined in favor of 
usually exaggerated orgasms.
That said, orgasm jumps out to 
me as as a helpful paradigm for 
why that sexual energy is so impor-
tant. In the most succinct terms I 
can come up with, it is merely the 
release of a sexual buildup. It’s all 
about the foreplay, especially when 
it comes to how women orgasm. 
Realistically, I will probably never 
be able to harness my sexual energy 
and sit down and write a ten page 
paper. But thinking about that sex-
ual energy and letting it empower 
and inspire is something that I think 
has a lot of potential. Suzy says start 
practicing now and get down with 
your bad self!
Savor the path of sexual build-up
By MERTA TINESTROM
There is a disconnect between 
what the library offers and the things 
that students know are available to 
them. 
Part of the reason is because the 
adults at the library know the library 
well and are well-versed in all of the 
programs available. Students, how-
ever, only really turn to the library 
in the face of impending projects 
or when they are in need of a quiet 
space.
This is a sad state of affairs. The li-
brary has so many resources to offer 
and it often feels like students are un-
aware of their existence. 
This is not to say that the library as 
a whole is underused-in fact on any 
Wednesday night it appears quite the 
opposite, with every table and study 
room filled. It is the perfect place for 
groups to meet to work on projects 
or to find one of the few quiet cor-
ners on campus to focus on that forty 
page paper due in an hour. 
Yet it is still an underused resource. 
The library is so much more than 
a building. On top of the 400,000 
books in the library, students have 
access to countless others through 
Summit and Illiad. 
Students, however, would rather 
find information online than walk 
that hugely long distance to the li-
brary to check out a print article that 
could be the source. Which is not to 
downplay the usefulness of the 120 
subscription databases that the li-
brary offers, as they too are extreme-
ly helpful. 
However, students will almost al-
ways choose an online source over a 
print one, but that is not always the 
better choice.
Another one of the apparently un-
derused sources is the Liaison Li-
brarians. A group of freshmen esti-
mated that maybe twenty percent of 
their year knew about Liaison Librar-
ians. 
The Liaison Librarians are one of 
the greatest resources the library of-
fers. They have the cure for that hor-
rible feeling when a paper is due in a 
couple of days and you do not have 
the faintest idea what you should 
write about. 
Students, get to know these peo-
ple. They are your greatest advantage 
in the battle of students versus teach-
ers.
 The library can be a home away 
from dorm. One of the ways in which 
the library attempts to make students 
feel at home is with a hot water tap 
in the basement, perfect for refilling 
a mug of tea. Unfortunately our cam-
pus of hipsters probably will not feel 
at home until there is a café, which is 
not necessarily a bad idea. 
I hope that this article does not 
come across as a personal attack on 
the library administration. If any-
thing, I hope to convey that it is the 
fault of the students that so many re-
sources go to waste. 
Students know that the librarians 
work very hard to make an atmo-
sphere that promotes academic suc-
cess, and we appreciate it greatly. 
Anything that can draw more 
students to the academic center of 
Puget Sound can start the ball rolling 
and get students involved and more 
aware of the things the library offers.
Library services out of 
touch, students disengagedstress and pressure in our everyday lives. Virtually everyone’s well-being 
would improve, even that of those 
situated on the higher rungs of the 
social ladder. 
Here at Puget Sound, status seems 
to increase with grade, with prestige 
of major and with group affiliation. 
Just like high school, many students 
attempt to gain social capital of their 
own by banding together with oth-
er students of higher status. And 
just like in high school, this some-
times leads to tension and awkward-
ness between individuals of differ-
ent groups. Even those with “higher” 
status can feel that tension and awk-
wardness and are limited by it in 
their ability to form new, reward-
ing friendships with different kinds 
of people. 
I thought we were all done with 
that nonsense. Upon first coming 
to Puget Sound, I was awed and im-
pressed by how everyone interacted 
with each other.  People were cour-
teous and friendly all around, peo-
ple of all sorts hung out with peo-
ple of all other sorts and there was 
an overwhelming sense of peace and 
excitement at exploring others’ per-
spectives. It was a curious extrovert’s 
nirvana and it filled my heart with 
joy.
 In high school, most of us oper-
ated under a system of social cap-
italism: a nasty competition for 
resources that led to a social domi-
nance hierarchy, the resources being 
friends and connections that led to 
higher status. When I came to col-
lege, I felt relieved. Finally, we were 
all just a bunch of developed hu-
mans sitting on the same blue plan-
et and looking for personal happi-
ness—one collective social class.
Puget Sound does a great job of 
dissolving the desire to fit into a spe-
cific clique, and that is what makes 
our community so tight-knit and 
functional—not what some sociol-
ogists suggest, which is that hierar-
chies like the one described above 
maintain social order. 
The greater sense of peace and de-
sire to contribute to a community 
that in itself strives to fulfill the so-
cial aspects of every human’s needs, 
from self-esteem to self-fulfillment, 
maintain order just fine, if not bet-
ter. This is a direct result of everyone 
being comfortable with each other 
and satisfied by interpersonal inter-
actions. 
The fact that anyone here can have 
the friends and connections that 
other groups feel the need to com-
pete for is what maintains the stu-
dent body’s morale and sense of 
pride—an absence of social capital-
ism in favor of simply sharing things 
of universal value: love, consider-
ation, affection, appreciation and 
courtesy. Having a broad and diverse 
pool of opportunities to share these 
values, that is not exclusive to only a 
certain kind of person or persons af-
filiated with a certain group, means 
everybody can win.
However, that first wave of excite-
ment at all the possibilities for hap-
piness and growth within this flat-
tened-out type of social system is 
slowly crashing back down to reality. 
One can definitely still see evidence 
of loose, but nonetheless destructive, 
social hierarchies within our student 
community.  
Upperclassmen mock awkward 
new freshmen; fraternities compete 
for popularity; clumps of similarly-
dressed young adults wander about, 
seemingly always together and never 
fraternizing with the rest of the pop-
ulation. 
There is nothing wrong with hav-
ing a close group of friends. How-
ever, hanging out with them exclu-
sively can narrow one’s mind and 
ultimately leave one feeling power-
less to change and play with his or 
her fledging identity instead of em-
powered—not to mention the rest of 
the world doesn’t get to reap the joy 
of his or her friendship as well!
Having and striving for high sta-
tus can actually contradict personal 
happiness. The pressure of having to 
maintain it is often cause for drama, 
intense personal stress and can lead 
to feelings of failure and low self-es-
teem. It can even distract from what 
one really ultimately wants to get out 
of the college experience and life in 
general. What’s the point? Why roll 
like that if we don’t have to, and if 
a more open, compassionate, and 
sympathetic social system works 
better for everyone?
So Puget Sound, keep up the good 
work. Try not to resort back to a hi-
erarchical system of social capital-
ism, which we know from experi-
ence to be petty and flawed. Stick to 
a system brimming with potential 
for real satisfaction, personal fulfill-
ment and stability through peace in-
stead of pointless stratification. 
Your polar opposite or aggres-
sive rival could be your soul-best-
friend–maybe you both love coffee, 
intoxicated heart-to-hearts, dancing 
or anything else despite your differ-
ences. Try asking–everyone values a 
good time and good company!
Comment Box: Student input is always welcomed at the library, but responses are hard to find. 
PHOTO COURTESY / MARIA SOKOVA
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“Stroking a shoulder, 
putting a hand on a knee, et 
cetera can foster an almost 
electric attraction that 
would be a shame to miss.”
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www.GrandCinema.com
Tickets are
$6.50 with 
your 
student ID!
SOMEWHERE (R)
Fri: 1:30, 3:45, 6:15, 8:30
Sat/Sun: 11:30am, *1:30, 3:45, 6:15, 8:30
Mon-Thurs: 1:30, 3:45, 6:15, 8:30
* A discussion will follow Saturday’s 1:30pm showing
THE KING’S 
SPEECH (R)
Fri: 1:50, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15
Sat/Sun: 11:20am, 1:50, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15
Mon-Thurs: 1:50, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15
BLUE VALENTINE (R)
Fri-Thurs: 1:40, 4:05, 6:30, 9:00
MY BLOODY VALENTINE  (R)
Fri/Sat: 9:09pm
Part of our Horror Series!
TRUE GRIT (PG-13)
Fri: 2:10, 4:35, 7:00
Sat: 11:40am, 2:10, 4:35, 7:00
Sun-Thurs: 2:10, 4:35, 7:00, 9:25
“HEY YOU,” Heart throb co-host, 
we brought sexy so far back that it 
is now back in the past!
“HEY YOU,” blonde barista… 
come to gruv on Th ursdays!
“HEY YOU,” pretty girl rock 
choreographer.You do the pretty 
girl rock so good. 
“HEY YOU,” housemate, I stole 
your paycheck and cashed it to buy 
a new thong.
“HEY YOU,” gingers are cool.
“HEY YOU,” Alpha Phi, you did 
awesome selling 720 roses! We rock 
@ philanthropy!
“HEY YOU,” crazy psycho 
housemate. You’re a crazy psycho. 
Enough said.
“HEY YOU,” months ago you 
told me how you stole books from 
the library. I still can’t get over how 
selfi sh that is. 
“HEY YOU,” patience is a virtue.
“HEY YOU,” trail, put a little 
spunk in your paper!
“HEY YOU,” TP third fl oor, you 
guyz are awesome!
“HEY YOU,” I can make a shitty 
drink real fast… is that what you 
want?! DO YOU?! DO YOU?!
“HEY YOU,” take your Christmas 
decorations down, it’s February!
“HEY YOU,” next time you make 
a café comparison, get your facts 
right. Pathetic attempt at journal-
ism. 
“HEY YOU,” roommate, you 
complete me, let’s push our beds 
together the next time we watch 
90210. 
“HEY YOU,” Did you know 
there’s a feather stuck in your hair? 
It’s right there, dangling by your 
ear kind of. What? Is that like sewn 
into your hair? What’s going on! 
What’s happening!
“HEY YOU,” I was going to be 
a fairly famous newscaster. Now 
what?
“HEY YOU,” Life is hard for me, 
I’m half-stupid.
“HEY YOU,” look you’re a bunch 
of sexys!
“HEY YOU,” tech services, don’t 
take that dial tone with me.
“HEY YOU,” person in the blue 
full-body suit running around on 
campus, you totally made my night.
“HEY YOU,” BLPers rock!
“HEY YOU,” Vegans! Th e Cellar 
now has vegan cheese! Double-dog 
dair-y you to try it!
“HEY YOU,” calligraphy pro-
fessor, your peaceful smile and 
rambling stories are downright 
therapeutic.
“HEY YOU,” Please stop closing 
the curtain all the way when you 
get out of the shower. I can’t pee 
when I think there’s an axe mur-
derer waiting in there for me.
“HEY YOU,” I hate you.
“HEY YOU,” we don’t want to 
lose our woodie, help us win again 
by voting at radiowoodie.ratemy-
professors.com!
“HEY YOU,” I’m going blonde 
again so that you will like me. All 
your girlfriends have been blondes. 
Th en I’m gonna get my teeth whit-
ened at the mall. Th en I’m gonna go 
home and watch teen mom. 
“HEY YOU,” Why do I even 
bother stalking you if you don’t 
even notice or report me to the 
police?
“HEY YOU,” politics professor, 
‘where’s the bread?’ 
“HEY YOU,” stop telling me 
about your heavy fl ow.
“HEY YOU,” MILF, ever read Of 
MILFS And Men? Want to?
“HEY YOU,” Googly-eyed library 
security guard: I love a man in a 
name badge.
“HEY YOU,” stop eating sofa 
cushions.
“HEY YOU,” KUPS, thanks for 
coming back.
“HEY YOU,” jump roping squad, 
thanks a lot for double DITCHING 
me before the championships.
“HEY YOU,” S.U.B., your new 
bagels have changed my life. I can’t 
believe you even got pizza bagels. 
You are so cool.
“HEY YOU,” pierced bro at the 
gym, looks like your ear can lift  
more than you can.
“HEY YOU,” bio lab partner, I’ll 
never forgive you for what you did 
to that worm. 
“HEY YOU,” roomie going on 
study abroad, I miss you but I’m 
really glad I have a single now.
“HEY YOU,” don’t eat my 
whoopie pie.
“HEY YOU,” I really liked my bo-
quet of weeds from your backyard. 
“HEY YOU,” whoever leaves all 
their food in the microwave and 
doesn’t clean up aft er it explodes, I 
love that about you. I love it.
“HEY YOU,” rain. Stop it.
“HEY YOU,” internship class, let’s 
meet in a bar next week.
“HEY YOU,” I saw you looking 
through my laundry. WTF?
“HEY YOU,” new Trail cartoon-
ist, I no longer have to say com-
ICK THIS IS GROSS! ‘cuz your 
comics are great.
“HEY YOU,” frozen yogurt ma-
chine, you’re awesome! I’m totally 
voting for you. 
“HEY YOU,” you, I don’t like 
your girlfriend.
“HEY YOU,” at the soup station, 
it’s not the soup that makes me 
warm inside-it’s you.
“HEY YOU,” l’existence precede 
l’essence. Let’s Start-re something.
“HEY YOU,” geo dude, I love 
your beard. Let’s get some beers.
“HEY YOU,” sandwich maker, I’d 
really like to feel your buns.
Want to submit a Hey You? 
E-mail 
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu 
or put one in the box in 
Diversions Cafe.
Th e Trail will never publish 
Hey Yous that explicitly refer to 
individuals or groups, contain 
identifying information or drug 
and alcohol references, or are 
hateful or libelous in nature. 
G R I Z Z  L I S T
comic courtesy / PWN
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ASUPS 
ELECTIONS:
On Monday, March 1 a new 
student governnment will be 
elected into offi ce to represent 
the views of the Puget Sound 
student body.  
Polls open Friday, 
February 25 at 9:00 a.m.
Originally coming to Puget Sound to play baseball, Marcus Luther decided aft er his freshman year that he wanted to explore other opportunities that the school had to 
off er.  An English Literature major, aft er pledging Phi Delta Th eta in the 
spring of ’09, Marcus was hired to be an RA in Seward.  Continuing to 
seek out diff erent activities as a sophomore, Marcus volunteered at a local 
elementary school and served as the Scholarship Chair of his fraternity.  
For his junior year, he was promoted to RPA—once again in Seward—and 
gathered valuable student government experience from his work with 
RHA and RSA.  Also a student representative on the Academic Standards 
Committee and a mentor in the Kids Can Do program to go along with 
his two years of experience as a member of Residence Life, Marcus has 
been able to glean a fi rst-hand perspective into many facets of Puget 
Sound’s incredibly diverse campus life.  Beginning as a student-athlete and 
progressing through a multitude of other labels, Marcus’s path has aff orded 
him the knowledge and experience it takes to eff ectively represent the 
student body as its ASUPS President.  
As President, Marcus hopes to increase the student body’s awareness of 
ASUPS, empower individual clubs and groups, and in doing so work to 
bring students together and begin to form a collective campus identity. 
Marcus’s top priority is ensuring that ASUPS stands for what the student 
body stands for, and he welcomes all support, feedback and criticism. 
Marcus looks forward to beginning a dialogue with the student body 
during the campaign, and continuing it as the student body’s next ASUPS 
President.  
Garner Lanier is a Junior with a double major in Economics and Philosophy. Initially, Garner came to Puget Sound to debate; however, aft er a successful freshman year, 
he decided to pursue other interests. Garner joined Residence Life his 
sophomore year as an RA in Seward. Additionally, that year Garner 
decided to seek more leadership opportunities and joined Greek Life as a 
Sigma Chi. As a self-supporting college student he has held multiple on-
campus jobs and knows what it is like to be dedicated while keeping a tight 
schedule. He is still involved in the debate community, serving as a coach 
for local high school students. As a Junior, Garner has focused on his 
school work--hoping to attend graduate school in Economics--and upon 
getting more acquainted with the wider student body. 
Th ose who know Garner say that he is an outspoken, driven student, and 
one who is receptive of what others have to say. As ASUPS Vice President, 
Garner would like to help clubs and programs get the respect they deserve, 
whether that includes proper appropriation of ASUPS funding, listening 
to ideas, or helping them fi nd recognition and resources from the Tacoma 
community. Garner is especially interested in increasing the interaction 
between Puget Sound and the surrounding community, and looks to 
continue to build upon an already-fruitful relationship through volunteer 
projects, collaborative events and potential activities that are open to 
Tacoma citizens such as a Puget Sound-sponsored Saturday market. If 
elected, Garner promises to dedicate himself to being an eff ective Vice-
President who would do his best to foster the goals of the student body.
G.A. Kang (also known as Gyeong-A Kang) is an international student from South Korea who recently transferred from Tacoma Community College. 
Since her fi rst semester in UPS, G.A. has been actively involved in various school groups as the Diversity Th eme Year coordinator and a member of Student 
Advisory Group to improve learning experiences and opportunities of every UPS student. In her previous school, G.A. was part of the Multicultural/Educa-
tion Team in the Student Leadership Department and offi  cers for several school clubs to support students’ voices and create comfortable a learning environ-
ment for students with diff erent backgrounds. She believes that UPS students, clubs, and organizations with diverse backgrounds and ideas need stronger 
support from ASUPS. As the next senior senator, G.A. will serve the interests of the UPS community with her unique perspective in school activities and 
enthusiasm for service.
All students can hear candidate speeches on 
Monday, Feb. 21st from 5:00 p.m. -6:30 p.m. 
in Marshall Hall, and can vote online at asups.
pugetsound.edu and at the ballot boxes located in 
the S.U.B.
Friday, Feb. 25th: Polls open at 9:00 a.m.
Monday, March 1st: Polls close at 6:00 p.m.
Note: The candidates presented here are not en-
dorsed in any way by The Trail. These are the can-
didates who chose to submit a prepared statement.
GA Kang, Senior Senator
Marcus Luther, President Garner Lanier, Vice President
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ASUPS 
ELECTIONS:
On Monday, March 1 a new 
student governnment will be 
elected into offi ce to represent 
the views of the Puget Sound 
student body.  
Polls open Friday, 
February 25 at 9:00 a.m.
By JACK TODD
Jack: Summarize your job:
Dan: My role as the President 
is to serve as the Head of State 
for the student body. I represent 
the students in meetings with the 
faculty, staff, and trustees of the 
University. I also represent the 
University to the outside commu-
nity of Tacoma and Washington in 
general. Within the government, 
I help our directors in whatever 
ways possible and lead the execu-
tive team along with Alex to cre-
ate our major goals for the year. 
J: What are some highlights 
from your year in office?
D: The highlights from this 
year I think include the active 
Senate, having passed the Pass/
Fail Resolution, and their con-
sideration of this Washington 
Beyond Coal Resolution, the in-
creased field access for club sports 
(Lacrosse will host three games 
on Lower Baker), and the increase 
in the student fee that will allow 
ASUPS to continue to serve the 
students to the best of our abili-
ty (Alex and Stephanie Baugh the 
DBS deserve the credit for that 
increase.) Though it won’t oc-
cur in my term, I’m hopeful that 
the next administration will sup-
port the joint event planned by 
Kelsey Baran along with the Proc-
tor District for a street festival on 
April 15th. I’m also proud that 
ASUPS supported Kelsey last year 
in bringing back the tradition of 
the Boat Party and that we have 
pushed hard for a greater student 
role in Homecoming Weekend 
that next year will include more 
student programming. 
J: What was the best part of the 
job?
D: The best part of the job was 
all of the great interactions I was 
able to have with talented UPS 
students who care deeply about a 
wide variety of issues. From club 
leaders, to programmers, to Greek 
Presidents, to athletes, I worked 
with hundreds of students who 
made me feel proud to be a Log-
ger.
J: What was the hardest part / 
what were the biggest challenges 
of the job?
D: The hardest part is know-
ing that it will have to end because 
I have enjoyed my time as Presi-
dent so much. But as there have 
been Presidents before me, there 
will be many after me, and I think 
it only strengthens ASUPS to have 
new leadership each year. 
J: What would you say has 
been your greatest accomplish-
ment while in office?
D: Greatest accomplishment is 
a hard question to answer because 
we started so many small projects 
that will have to be carried for-
ward by other students. I hope that 
we have inspired students to know 
that with effort, they can achieve 
the goals that seem unattainable 
because the initial response from 
the University is to say no. It took 
nearly the whole year for us to get 
hand dryers in the first floor bath-
room of the SUB, but now, it will 
be easier to get them across cam-
pus. We had to sit down with club 
sports leaders, Security, Athlet-
ics, and ASUPS representatives 
to draw up an event plan to gain 
access for games on Lower Baker, 
but now it will be easier to host 
home games for our club sports in 
the future. 
J: What didn’t you accomplish 
that you wish you had?
D: What do I wish I had ac-
complished? Any number of 
things that we started work on, 
or that will come up in future ad-
ministrations. I wish I could have 
made ASUPS the perfect govern-
ment and met the needs of every 
student. But within the limit of 
my time, I think our administra-
tion operated near our maximum 
capacity. The candidates for office 
have raised important issues that 
need to be addressed, but I am 
confident that each member of 
our team worked throughout the 
year to serve students to the best 
of their abilities. 
J: Would you do it again?
D: I would do it again. I have 
never had a job that has been this 
rewarding and don’t know that I 
will ever have a job like it again. 
I am honored that my fellow stu-
dents thought I was capable of this 
position, and would run again in 
an instant. 
J: Do you have any advice for 
next years President and Vice 
President?
D: I have a lot of advice to give 
to future ASUPS execs, but the 
most important advice does make 
advice giving seem a bit paradoxi-
cal, and that is to make your own 
path and be true to yourself be-
cause that will be the best way to 
serve the students. 
J: Do you have any final words 
for the school before your term 
expires?
D: For the student body, all 
I have are thanks. Thank you 
for giving me this opportunity 
to serve you, and your support 
throughout the year. I have done 
my best to serve you faithfully 
and hope that I did well enough in 
your eyes. And if you think there 
was anything I did well, remem-
ber that I’m likely only getting 
credit for the hard work of some-
one else, so thank a programmer, 
senator, director, club president, 
club member, or an active student 
because they are the reason for 
success. 
Q&A: Looking back with Pres. Miller
ASUPS Exec: Dan Miller, 
ASUPS student body 
President, at last year’s 
Marshall Hall Speeches
My name is Brendan Witt, I am 
a Sophomore and the current Sen-
ator at Large. I also currently serve 
as the Senate Pro Tempore, and 
as such am charged with organiz-
ing Senators projects to make the 
changes on campus the student 
body wants to see.   Over the past 
year I have learned the ins and 
outs of the system and have con-
tinually fought for the student in-
terest. Now after a years worth of 
experience in this same position, I 
feel I am the strongest candidate to 
help continue to effect real change 
through ASUPS. Together with my 
ticket partner Kevin Carlton, we 
hope to represent your voice loud 
and clear for another year on sen-
ate. Please vote to reelect me as 
Senator at Large in this upcoming 
election.
My name is Santiago Rodri-
guez; I was born and raised in Co-
lombia. I’m currently the Fresh-
man Senator for ASUPS and I’m 
running to become the next soph-
omore senator. 
As of right now, I’m a BLP, FLIA 
double major (got to love the ac-
ronyms). 
I’m also a rugby player and an 
active Habitat for Humanity vol-
unteer. I’m even heading to New 
Orleans this Spring break to build 
houses! 
I sometimes participate in the 
food drive, but unfortunately I 
haven’t done that for a while, yet 
I definitely plan to go back to the 
Guadalupe House (the shelter 
where we bring the food).
My platform consists of making 
the school more fiscally aware of 
the funds (fiscally conservative) 
and turning the campus into the 
“green” university it likes to boast 
to be. 
I would, first of all, endorse 
more funding to the Students for 
a Sustainable Campus club. I will 
also continue to pursue greener 
ideas (like prohibiting the sell-
ing of plastic bottles at the S.U.B 
and the Cellar). But I will promise 
to be more stringent with the fi-
nance funds ASUPS has every se-
mester. 
This stagnant economy has af-
fected the campus in many ways. 
It is time to tighten our belts a 
little so that we don’t suffer in the 
future. 
Finally, I will also work in the 
promotion of ASUPS. There 
aren’t enough people that are 
running for office, competition 
is necessary to bring about the 
best in our school. It is time we, 
as students of this institution, act 
on the many thoughts and com-
plaints we have. 
That’s all folks.
Klahowya Loggers! My name 
is Kevin Carlton and I’m running 
for Senator at Large with Bren-
dan Witt.   Even though I’m al-
ready fairly involved, I really want 
to increase my participation in 
the campus community. Current-
ly, I’m Treasurer of Students for a 
Sustainable Campus, I work for the 
schools Sustainability Team and 
am fairly knowledgeable about the 
ins and outs of our school’s sustain-
able practices.   I’m very approach-
able and feel that I’d be a good voice 
for our student body and can’t wait 
to hear what our students would 
like to change about our school.  I’d 
love to serve as Senator at Large in 
order to more eff ectively contribute 
to Puget Sound and loudly voice 
our students’ ideas to those who 
can create change on our campus.
Th anks and I’d be honored to be 
your 2011/2012 Senator at Large
All students can hear candidate speeches on 
Monday, Feb. 21st from 5:00 p.m. -6:30 p.m. 
in Marshall Hall, and can vote online at asups.
pugetsound.edu and at the ballot boxes located in 
the S.U.B.
Friday, Feb. 25th: Polls open at 9:00 a.m.
Monday, March 1st: Polls close at 6:00 p.m.
Note: The candidates presented here are not en-
dorsed in any way by The Trail. These are the can-
didates who chose to submit a prepared statement.
Brendan Witt, Junior SenatorKevin Carlton, Senator at Large
Santiago Rodriguez, 
Sophomore Senator
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By NORM FLUFFERS 
Rosie O’Donell announced to-
day, in a surprise press confer-
ence, that she is indeed a Mar-
supial. 
The actress/comedian, most 
popular from her roles in such 
stellar films as Short Bus or A 
League of their Own, confessed 
her relief over finally ‘coming 
out’ as a Marsupial: “When I 
came out as a lesbian, I thought 
I was living an open and hap-
py life, but over the years I have 
come to realize my deep denial; 
the truth is, I am a Marsupial, 
and I have been hiding this fact 
from the world and myself for 
too long.”
Ms. O’Donell’s friends and 
family expressed confusion over 
this latest outburst, which has 
come well past the peak years of 
the performer’s career. 
“I was sort of OK with the 
whole lesbian thing,” Ms. 
O’Donell’s father said, “but a 
Marsupial? I don’t know.” 
Ms. O’Donell’s mother seemed 
more despondent. “We’ve al-
ways loved Rosie for who she 
is and accepted her friends and 
members of the lesbian commu-
nity. But how can we be expect-
ed to do the same with her Mar-
supial friends? I mean, they are 
animals-non-domesticated ani-
mals.”
While important reforms have 
been made to allow more rights 
for gay and lesbians in the past 
century, the same is not so for 
Marsupials. 
A recent poll based on no em-
pirical evidence whatsoever was 
compiled by Time magazine. 
The study indicates that most 
people in America, where there 
are no domesticated Marsupials 
outside of zoos, tend to view the 
infraclass as nothing more than 
animals. And rightly so. 
Ms. O’Donell announcement 
can only come in the face of 
much adversity.
Some members of the press 
see Ms. O’Donell’s move as 
nothing more than a cheap pub-
licity stunt. 
“Rosie isn’t a Marsupial. I’ve 
seen her naked. There is no 
pouch!” one beleaguered source 
that declined to be named said. 
A University of Puget Sound 
student, who “took a class on 
Geography,” posed the question, 
“Aren’t Marsupials from Aus-
tralia?” 
A further critique of Ms. 
O’Donell’s announcement en-
compasses larger concerns with 
washed up celebrities who ‘come 
out’ in one way or another. 
Sociology Professor Hardwell 
Sittings explained, “When ce-
lebrities ‘come out’, it is instant 
publicity for them. But aren’t 
they in some way capitalizing 
on their personal life choices? I 
mean, Rosie hasn’t had a hit film 
or show in years. But now, with 
this Marsupial brouhaha, people 
are talking about her again. It 
discredits the sincerity and im-
portance of ‘coming out’.” 
Ricky Martin announced just 
last year that he was a homosex-
ual. Did it help his waning ca-
reer? 
“Absolutely,” Sittings said, 
“the announcement was totally 
perfunctory; everyone knew he 
was gay. But now tons of people 
are going to buy his CD’s.” 
Nevertheless, Ms. O’Donell 
refuses to back down from her 
statement. 
Rumors abound that she will 
star in a remake of Crocodile 
Dundee with fellow actor Tom 
Arnold, who announced recent-
ly, to no one’s surprise, that he 
is not funny.
Rosie o’Donnel: 
“i’m a maRsupial”
By MARK ZUCKERBERG
The Internet is so over. 
You may now group it among 
some of the most awesome 
things in the world: bacon, ro-
bots, peeing after holding it in 
for a really long time, showing 
old people how to do something 
on a  computer, laughing with 
strangers at other strangers get-
ting hurt, ten billion dollars, etc. 
but I wouldn’t get too attached 
if I were you. Yeah, the internet 
is over like floppy disks, VHS/
DVD combo machines, hipsters, 
Glee and a clean, healthy envi-
ronment.
For confused commoners 
out there, allow me to explain: 
the Internet is a victim of what 
is known as the Hanson-Jonas 
Theorem. 
The theorem, named after 
the family bands Hanson and 
The Jonas Brothers, states that 
“a cultural phenomenon is only 
popular until a more annoy-
ing and even stupider phenom-
enon breaks into the pop culture 
mainstream.” 
Cassettes and CDs, Dracula 
and Twilight, World of Warcraft 
and kissing girls; all examples of 
things affected by the Hanson-
Jonas Theorem. 
According to this theorem 
the Internet is most likely to be 
outdated sometime in the next 
five years, and trust me, I would 
know considering that I practi-
cally invented it. 
Before I created Facebook and 
put this whole Internet thing on 
the map, I was just a 20-some-
thing loser. Then I created Face-
book for two reasons: to change 
the world and get laid (and let 
me tell you, “relationship status? 
Not a virgin.”). There are plen-
ty of other desperate geniuses in 
the world looking to make the 
next “Facebook”. All I can say is, 
don’t bother. The Internet is a 
dying entity. A fad.
I’ve got the next big thing, and 
it’s gonna eclipse the internet: 
libraries. 
There are places called li-
braries that house thousands of 
books, which hold information 
ranging from American wars to 
Zoology. There is even one right 
on the Puget Sound campus! 
You name it, they probably have 
a book about it. 
To research this unknown 
technology, I made a visit to 
the Collins Memorial Library 
website to see how it worked 
for myself, through their virtu-
al tour. 
Then I actually walked there 
to the actual library and asked if 
they had any books on Abraham 
Lincoln. Within five minutes I 
was escorted to a section of the 
library which held not only 16 
books on President Lincoln, but 
books with information on all of 
the U.S. Presidents. 
Pages and pages–not those 
old, dusty PDFs–actual pag-
es beneath my fingertips! More 
amazing was the fact that during 
no part of this process did I need 
a wi-fi signal. Apparently the li-
brary technology is so advanced, 
anyone can access the informa-
tion in the books without even 
needing an Internet signal. 
Collins Memorial Library is 
home to many other state of the 
art technologies as well, rang-
ing from cell phones that you 
can talk to people on (yes, cell 
phones you can actually TALK 
to people on, not just text) to 
toilets that you don’t have to 
wave your hand in front of a 
sensor to flush-all you have to 
do is push a lever. 
While the internet seems like 
a world staple at the moment, all 
of these advancements are sure-
ly baby steps in the downward 
spiral of the Internet craze. 
If someone can now get infor-
mation without a wi-fi signal, 
then people will surely some-
day be able to get porn some-
where other than the Internet, 
which will definitely lead to its 
destruction.
There’s an astounding future 
looming ahead of us. Imagine it: 
everybody reading books in li-
braries, meeting their Internet 
girlfriends in person and com-
menting on things with their 
voices. 
 Most of you are probably 
thinking, “How could I ever sur-
vive without the Internet?” but 
just remember that Egypt didn’t 
have Internet for weeks, and ev-
erything went great over there. 
“The Internet is just a fad”
Printer 2 is a controversial and myste-
rious figure on the Puget Sound campus. 
Somewhat of a hermit, it spends most of its 
time in the library. Its popularity is based 
around its “free printing” policy, which al-
lows students to use it for free, unlike the 
copy machine. 
Nevertheless, Printer 2 is known for fre-
quently and senselessly withholding vi-
tal information and paperwork, and hav-
ing breakdowns on an almost daily basis. 
Its running mate, Printer 1, generally picks 
up the slack when busy printing times come 
around. 
Even so, voters are made nervous by the 
duo’s inconsistency. Furthermore, envi-
ronmentalists criticize Printer 2’s exces-
sive paper usage, claiming it doesn’t try 
hard enough to push double-sided printing 
on patrons. Printer 2 declined to comment 
on accusations. Instead it made a grinding 
noise and stated: “Paper jam in tray 4, for 
help press?”
Also known as “Taylor,” the Frozen 
Yogurt Machine recently came to Puget 
Sound after being manufactured in 
Rockton, Illinois. It has gained instant 
popularity on campus, due to a near-
universal love of frozen yogurt and 
shiny things. 
Despite its golden reputation, skep-
tics criticize the Frozen Yogurt Ma-
chine’s segregation of chocolate and va-
nilla, saying that it contradicts with the 
university’s diversity initiatives. 
The Machine tends to quiet the on-
slaught of criticism with a different 
agenda: “Caution – Moving Parts!” 
reads his campaign poster. “Keep fin-
gers out of fill and discharge openings!” 
So articulate for something so early 
in its political career, the Frozen Yo-
gurt Machine will surely go on to do 
great things. 
Just keep your fingers out of its open-
ings.
ELECTIONS 2011:  In-depth candidate profiles
 Juicy celebrity gossip, 
politicians’ dirty secrets & more!
E X C L U S I V E !
H O T  C Z
VS.
The Frozen Yogurt Machine Printer 2
Who will be the next asups president?
Get the news before you choose!
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Women’s basketball drops 
home game, still in title hunt
By HEIDI COE
In a hard-fought rivalry game 
against the Pacifi c Lutheran Lutes, 
the Lady Loggers basketball team 
pulled away in the second half for 
an 81-68 victory.
Th e game started off  with a volley 
of baskets in the fi rst couple of min-
utes as both teams came out fi ring. 
Th e Loggers’, however, were able 
to rely on an impressive passing 
game, 20 forced turnovers and 27-
29 shooting at the free-throw line 
to hold the lead throughout most of 
the game. Despite all this, the Lutes 
were close on their tail with a score 
of 29-34 coming into the second 
half.   
In the second half, the game in-
tensifi ed with more off ensive pres-
sure from both teams. Th e Log-
gers fell behind for a short time but 
quickly regained the lead. In the last 
fi ve minutes, the Loggers pulled far 
ahead with a bombardment of shots 
to claim the win. 
Aft er the game, Head Coach Lo-
ree Payne shared, “Coming off  a 
weekend aft er two overtime games, 
a Tuesday game is a tough turn-
around.  Th e team really put it to-
gether and played hard.  Th ey came 
out and put their hearts and souls 
out on the fl oor.  We were able to 
claim that Tacoma pride and get the 
win over PLU.”  
Junior Jocelyn Riordan (Lake For-
est Park, Wash.), who led the team 
with 26 points in the game, com-
mented, “Every time we play PLU 
we get pretty excited.  Th ey’re our 
rivals so we always want to play our 
best game.  We didn’t quite do that 
in the fi rst half, they hung around a 
little longer that we would’ve liked 
but in the end we wanted it more 
and pulled out the win.”
Sophomore Lindsay Layland 
(Homer, Alaska.) had similar 
thoughts. “We had a slow start, but 
we knew coming into the second 
half that if we wanted to get to the 
Northwest Tournament we were 
going to need to pull it together and 
play as a team, so we did.” 
“Our goal right now is to go three 
for three for the next three games 
and from there on, hopefully we’ll 
take a conference title,” she added 
later.
Sophomore Kelsey McKinnis 
(Ashland, Ore.), who also scored 
an impressive 20 points during the 
game, added, “We have a goal to 
come out with the next game against 
Linfi eld and be able to put together 
two solid halves without having to 
turn it up at half time.”
When asked about the upcoming 
weeks, Coach Payne commented, “I 
think we’ve hit a turning point in 
our season where there’s only three 
weeks left  now. Having won on 
Tuesday, we secured an extra week 
that we get to play. With two and a 
half weeks now it’s gut check time. 
Th ey just have to come out, put it 
all on the fl oor and really start gell-
ing together. We’ve hit that turning 
point. We’re climbing a hill right 
now, we’re looking up and we’re ex-
cited about what’s on top.”
Unfortunately, our Lady Log-
gers weren’t able to pull out a win 
against Linfi eld as they fell apart in 
the second half and lost 57-46.  
However, they still have a chance 
of claiming the NWC title based on 
their next two away games against 
Lewis & Clark and George Fox. 
Th e team has had an impressive 
season so far with only fi ve losses 
throughout all 23 games, so they 
have a great chance of pulling to-
gether some more wins in the com-
ing week.    
“We appreciate the student sec-
tion coming out.  Th ey’ve been awe-
some with their signs, and their 
support really makes home court an 
advantage for us when they’re loud 
and cheering,” Coach Payne said. 
Men’s basketball 
pressures PLU, wins 
fi nal home game
By TYLER VLASAK
Th e Logger men’s basketball suf-
fered a heartbreaking loss to PLU 
on Tuesday night, falling just short 
of an amazing comeback victory in 
the last three minutes. 
Th e Loggers were trailing by 7 
when they put the pressure on in 
the back court. Th at pressure, com-
bined with two three point shots 
by Aaron Edwards got the Loggers 
back to within two points with 24 
seconds left  on the clock. 
A key steal by junior Kaleb Shel-
ton (Tacoma, Wash.) put the Log-
gers in a great spot to complete 
the comeback, but the Lutes forced 
a turnover and proceeded to sink 
their free throws, putting the game 
out of reach. As the clock wound 
down, the Loggers found them-
selves on the wrong end of a hard-
fought 78-74 game in Memorial 
Fieldhouse.
 Shelton led the Loggers with 18 
points, followed by four other dou-
ble digit scorers: juniors Edric Eg-
beruare (San Jose, Calif.), Ryan Rog-
ers (Tacoma, Wash.) and Anthony 
Gittens (Tacoma, Wash.), and se-
nior Aaron Edwards (Atlanta, Ga.).
 Friday night, however, was an en-
tirely diff erent story for the Loggers. 
It was Senior Night and the Loggers’ 
fi nal home game of the season. 
Junior guard Ryan Rogers said 
that they “wanted to go out with a 
win at home, and send off  their lone 
senior, Aaron Edwards  with a win.” 
Th ey “played [the game] for him,” 
Rogers added. 
Coach Lunt started the game with 
heavy full court pressure which nev-
er let up, and the Loggers were able 
to force several turnovers early on to 
hold the Linfi eld Wildcats to only 16 
fi rst half points while racking up 35 
of their own. Once the Loggers got 
up, they never looked back and were 
able to win 73-57 in their home sea-
son fi nale.
 Shelton’s double-double led the 
Loggers’ attack, grabbing 10 re-
bounds and scoring 16 points.  Git-
tens and Egberuare scored 12 and 
11 points, respectively. In his fi nal 
home game in a Logger uniform, 
Edwards scored 10 points with fi ve 
rebounds, two steals and three as-
sists. With two minutes left  in the 
game, Coach Lunt pulled the start-
ers, as Memorial Fieldhouse erupt-
ed with applause for Edwards one 
last time. 
With the season drawing to a 
close, the Loggers hope to keep roll-
ing and rack up two more victories 
against second place Lewis & Clark, 
and sixth place George Fox next 
week down in Oregon. 
Inside Presence: Shelton bulls his way to the basket during the 
Loggers’ loss to the Lutes on Saturday night in the Fieldhouse.
Men’s Basketball
Feb. 8 vs. PLU: 
L 74-78
Feb. 12 vs Linfi eld: 
W 73-57
Women’s Basketball
Feb. 8 vs. PLU: 
W 81-68
Feb. 12 vs Linfi eld:  
L 46-57
Swarm: The women’s basketball team has frustrated opponents with their smothering defense.
Leiken breaks school record for the third time at UW Open
By HANNAH CHASE
Track and field is not giv-
en enough credit in the sporting 
world. The lack of player-on-play-
er contact gives track a lackluster 
appearance in the eyes of many 
a sports fan. However, track is a 
sport that requires huge amounts 
of dedication and heart.
The Loggers ended their indoor 
season last Sunday, Feb. 13 at the 
University of Washington Open. 
The team witnessed several strong 
performances. Andrea Leiken, for 
the third consecutive time, broke 
her own school record in the 400. 
With a time of 1:01.01, Leik-
en rebroke the school record. She 
was one of the many Logger wom-
en that excelled during this last 
Sunday’s meet. Maya Heck and 
Marnie Hazlehurst also recorded 
personal bests.  
Heck ranks fifth on the all-time 
record list for the indoor pole 
vaulting event with a vault of 2.74 
meters. Hazlehurst, with a time of 
10:53.40, ranks seventh on the all-
time indoor records for the 3000.
“I came out and felt really con-
fident on the pole.  It was really 
good to get the practice time in a 
competitive environment.  Its al-
ways good to get that first bench-
mark of the season, it’s really mo-
tivated me to work hard for the 
outdoor season,” Heck said.
Not to be outdone by the wom-
en, the men’s side also had several 
top finishes.  
Lukas Diesing was able to etch 
his name as the ninth-best all-
time indoor 200 with a time of 
24.36.  In the 400, Sean Tyree 
ran a 52.08 to rank third all-time 
while Robin Harkins ranked third 
all-time in the 3000 with a time of 
8:34.82.
“The indoor meet was the first 
meet of my college career and it 
was very different than outdoor 
meets.  These preseason meets re-
ally give people an opportunity to 
get a head starton knowing what 
they need to do to to succeed over 
the entire track season,” Diesing 
said.
The 4X400 men’s relay team 
also succeeded in running the sec-
ond fastest time in school history 
with a time of 3:31.43.  
“I think I can speak for the rest 
of the team when I say that now 
we know where we are competi-
tively and where we want to be at 
the end of the season,” Diesing 
added.
The outdoor season will kickoff 
when the Loggers host the Quad 
Meet on the Don Shotwell Track 
on Mar 4-5.
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“Now we know where we 
are competitively and 
where we want to be at 
the end of the season. ”
—Lukas Diesing
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Herman Boone delivers thought-provoking 
messages to a diverse crowd in Schneebeck
By DAVID SKOLNIK
If you didn’t make it to Schnee-
beck Concert Hall to hear Coach 
Herman Boone speak on Monday, 
Feb. 7, I feel sorry for you.  
Herman Boone is the coach who 
inspired Denzel Washington’s 
character in Remember the Titans, 
perhaps the greatest sports mov-
ie ever made. Coach Boone lived 
through more trials, tribulations, 
inequalities and bold-faced racism 
in a few years of his life than I hope 
you or I will ever have to face. 
He has dedicated his own life to 
changing other people’s lives for 
the better. He marched with Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., coached 
the fi rst segregated football team in 
Virginia and has traveled around 
the world spreading his message of 
teamwork, respect and the impor-
tance of having “one heartbeat.”
Coach Boone sounds like a seri-
ous man, and he is, but one of the 
fi rst things he said when he stepped 
on the stage was “A sense of humor 
is a sense of who we all should be…
it eases the mind.”
Coach Boone continually wove 
the importance of humor into his 
words, both while presenting as 
well as during casual visits with 
football coaches and team mem-
bers.
“Th e man is hilarious.  His great 
sense of humor was a pleasant sur-
prise,” junior football player Casey 
Coberly said.
Coach Boone encouraged all of 
us “young people” to look back 
on history and pull out the posi-
tives. He emphasized remembering 
the pioneers of the human rights 
movement for how they lived, not 
how they died. 
Of Dr. King in particular, Coach 
Boone encouraged everyone, “not 
to remember Dr. King’s death, but 
his life; not what he could have 
done, or the sadness of losing him, 
but what he did and our fortune at 
having ever known a man such as 
him.”
Coach Boone has inspired 
countless people, from high school 
football teams to military opera-
tions, with his messages about ac-
ceptance and respect. 
He guides people who want to 
make a diff erence in the world 
by outlining the prerequisites of 
change: courage, forethought, 
and the ability to get past narrow-
mindedness in order to create the 
change you wish to see.
He tells people, “Don’t say any-
thing you don’t believe, and don’t 
believe anything you’re not willing 
to stand up and say.” 
Take a minute and imagine a 
world where people lived by that 
code and how refreshing it would 
be.
In Coach Boone’s mind, Re-
member the Titans was less about 
football than it was about a group 
of young people who accepted the 
souls of others despite their skin 
color. 
In this statement lay one of 
Coach Boone’s central messages; 
people need to accept the soul of a 
person rather than reject them be-
cause of the color of their skin.  
Th is acceptance will lead to in-
creased respect, which for Coach 
Boone, is a universal right shared 
by all people. “A right is some-
thing you’re born with, a privilege 
is something you’re given and can 
be taken away–respect is a right.”
Coach Boone uses teamwork-
which he defi nes as a group of peo-
ple with one mission, one objec-
tive and, more than anything, one 
heartbeat–to teach about respect. 
He coached during an era in 
America where he believes people 
felt they had the right to wake up 
angry every morning. 
Before a trip to Gettysburg, his 
players wouldn’t sit next their 
teammates of the opposite race, 
wouldn’t even talk to each other. 
Th is type of disrespectful behavior 
wasn’t acceptable for a man who 
believes that “everyone on the face 
of this earth deserves to be respect-
ed.”  
“Th e man defi nitely inspired 
greatness in his players and tries to 
do the same in everyone he meets. 
I think the biggest message he tried 
to convey is that all successful 
teams have one heartbeat,” Cobe-
rly said.
Personally, I know I will cherish 
all the wisdom imparted by Coach 
Herman Boone. 
One quote in particular stood out 
from the rest, however. He looked 
at everyone in the audience-white, 
black, young, old, students, sol-
diers and everyone in between-and 
told us, “Don’t let anyone make 
you be what they want you to be, 
because then they have the right to 
criticize you.”  
He grabbed me with that quote 
and made me think about why I do 
the things I do: am I doing them for 
me or to fulfi ll someone else’s ex-
pectations?
 I think that being true to your-
self is not only a way to avoid crit-
icism, but it also leads to a great-
er sense of happiness wherever life 
takes you.
I’d never really stepped back 
and thought about how or what is 
making me what I am, so for that 
I thank Coach Boone, and for ev-
eryone who missed out on this op-
portunity I hope I’ve given you a 
glimpse of a man who only says 
what he believes and only believes 
what he is willing to stand up and 
say.
Vigor: Coach Boone spoke passionately about his beliefs.
People Person: Boone stuck around after his talk to sign 
autographs and chat with people, including Puget Sound students.
Rain and St. Martin’s combine to 
stop Logger baseball in opener
By ANTHEA AASEN
Aft er a rainout on Saturday 
against the St. Martins Saints, the 
Loggers started their season Sunday 
with a 10-5 loss. 
St. Martins came prepared; they 
had already played 6 games when 
they showed up Sunday, and they 
were ready for their fi rst win. Th e 
Loggers had been preparing for 
their game ever since they returned 
from winter break, spending weeks 
in Warner gym and on Lower Baker 
dealing with the weather conditions 
as best as they could.  Despite their 
hard work, they were not ready for 
what the Saints were bringing of-
fensively when the sun fi nally broke 
through the clouds.
Starting on the mound for the 
Loggers was senior Cameron Duvall 
(Lakewood, Wash.).  In the fi rst in-
ning, the Saints hit a two-run hom-
er, and it didn’t stop there. Th ey 
scored four more runs between the 
next two innings. Th e Loggers had 
fallen behind by eight runs in the 
fi ft h inning when senior Dakota 
Resnik (Bellevue, Wash.), stepped 
up to the plate and drove in fellow 
senior Kainoa Correa (Hilo, Ha-
waii) and junior Nick Cherniske 
(Angel Fire, N.M.) with a double.  
Th is isn’t anything new for Resn-
ik, as he currently is tied for the 
school record for doubles in a ca-
reer, a title that he has great chances 
of holding onto if he keeps hitting 
like this.
Th e Loggers fi nally appeared to 
show up  in the fi ft h inning. In the 
seventh inning, they answered the 
Saint’s two runs with three more. 
Correa hit in freshman Christian 
Carter (San Diego, Calif.) who had 
a leadoff  walk, and junior Andrew 
Grady (Cave Creek, Ariz.) hit in 
Correa with a single. Next it was 
freshman Tucker Barney (Boise, 
Idaho) who grounded out to bring 
in freshman Paul Webster (Scotts 
Valley, Calif.), who had singled in 
the previous at-bat. 
Webster said, “Th is season I hope 
to contribute to the team in what-
ever way I can. Th e older guys have 
been good mentors to me and I feel 
that when my number is called, I 
will be ready to play. Th is season I 
want to learn all that I can about the 
college game so I can contribute not 
only this season, but for the three 
years aft er.”
Next week the Loggers continue 
with their pre-season play with a 
four game series against the Whit-
worth Pirates at home. 
Rusty: Duvall will need to shake the offseason dust in a hurry.
Baseball
Feb. 12 at St. Martins: RO
Feb. 13 vs. St. Martins: 
L 5-10
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By LEAH WEITZ
On Jan. 25, pop/R&B artist Ri-
hanna released the fourth single 
from her latest album, Loud. 
The loud dance-pop song, en-
titled “S&M,” features some of Ri-
hanna’s most scandalous lyrics yet, 
regarding an apparent fascination 
with sadomasochism; during the 
chorus, the singer belts, “Sticks and 
stones may break my bones / but 
chains and whips excite me.” 
The lyrics alone are enough to 
incite controversy not only for their 
highly sexual nature, but for the 
fact that within them Rihanna, a 
well-publicized victim of domestic 
assault, appears to advocate sexual 
violence. 
However, it’s the song’s music 
video, released Feb. 1, that has crit-
ics and fans abuzz. 
The video features scenes of Ri-
hanna trapped behind cellophane 
taped to a wall, whipping bound 
and gagged extras and walking 
with guest star Mario Lavandeira 
(known to the world by his mon-
icker Perez Hilton) as he crawls on 
all fours in a collar and leash.
Only moments after the video 
for “S&M” was released, fans and 
critics began to notice similarities 
between the video’s design and the 
photographs of fine art photogra-
pher David LaChapelle. 
LaChapelle, famous for photo-
graphing such celebrities as Ma-
donna, Britney Spears, Lady Gaga 
and even Rihanna herself, soon 
responded to the rising accusa-
tions of plagiarism. After he report-
edly received phone calls from fans 
and critics complimenting him on 
what was assumed to be his work, 
LaChapelle tweeted, “@PerezHilton 
@rihanna The next time you make a 
David LaChapelle music video you 
should probably hire David LaCha-
pelle.” 
Lavandeira responded to LaCha-
pelle’s tweet by claiming that he did 
not direct the video and was not re-
sponsible, and in fact posted a side-
by-side comparison between stills 
from the video and photographs 
from LaChapelle’s repertoire on his 
website, which furthered the plagia-
rism accusations.
Rihanna and the video’s director, 
Melina Matsoukas, have remained 
silent regarding the accusations. 
Matsoukas, who previously worked 
with Rihanna on such videos as 
“Rude Boy,” “Hard” and “Rockstar 
101,” has only spoken with regard 
to the video’s extreme content. In 
an interview with MTV the director 
claimed, “When I go out to make 
something, I kind of go out with 
the intention to [...] make some-
thing provocative. So when you do 
something that’s provocative, that’s 
usually a repercussion. It’s gonna 
be talked about or banned or slan-
dered in some way. But it’s making 
an effect and people are having a 
dialogue about it, so, to me, that’s 
successful.”
On Feb. 14, LaChapelle an-
nounced that he was suing Rihanna 
and Matsoukas on eight counts of 
plagiarism. The singer and director 
have not released statements re-
garding the lawsuit at this time.
Meanwhile, the song and video 
have continued to garner even 
more criticism and scandal. The 
music video has been banned in 11 
countries, and the song has been re-
named “Come On” by BBC radio. 
Rihanna responded to the name 
change via a tweet in which she said, 
“Are you f*cking kidding me???”
Bound and Gagged: The 22-year-old faces charges of stealing LaChapelle’s photo concepts.
LaChapelle sues Rihanna for plagarism in “S&M” video
By CARMIN SMOOT
Beginning on Feb. 26, the Taco-
ma Art Museum will be hosting an 
exhibition of Norman Rockwell’s 
emblematic artworks, entitled 
“American Chronicles: The Art of 
Norman Rockwell.” 
Making Tacoma its only stop in 
the Northwest, this rare and im-
pressively expansive collection will 
include 44 paintings and 323 origi-
nal Saturday Evening Post covers. 
And I have a piece of informa-
tion that may be news to some of 
you: on the third Thursday of every 
month, admission to the museum is 
free from 5 to 8 p.m. So no excuses, 
kids.
Norman Rockwell’s images are 
so iconic in this country that they 
often seem a combination of over-
stated and overblown and reminis-
cent of a time period our genera-
tion cannot relate to. 
I saw my first Rockwell piece 
at the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum in Washington D.C., as 
part of their “Norman Rockwell: 
Telling Stories” exhibition. What 
made this particular collection 
memorable for many visitors, in-
cluding myself, was that it explored 
the connections between film cul-
ture and Rockwell’s images of life 
in America.
 In fact, two of Hollywood’s most 
famous filmmakers, George Lucas 
and Steven Spielberg, had donated 
the 57 exhibited works from their 
own personal collections. “Tell-
ing Stories” showcased interviews 
with both directors in a discussion 
of their personal connections with 
Rockwell’s portrayals of individuals 
growing up in an America obsessed 
with Hollywood glamour.
 Rockwell created his pictures 
using a strategy similar to those 
employed by filmmakers. In one of 
the interviews, Lucas remarks that 
Rockwell told stories “on issues I 
could relate to… I wanted to be 
an illustrator but finally went into 
filmmaking” (Washington Post, 
Jacqueline Trescott, July 2, 2010). 
Ironically, when asked about 
this eruption of glamour in his 
work, Rockwell replied, “I learned 
to draw everything except glamor-
ous women. No matter how much I 
tried to make them look sexy, they 
always ended up looking silly…or 
like somebody’s mother.” 
Sometimes his work may seem a 
bit dull to those who prefer a bor-
dering-on-physical experience of 
art born from more explosive art 
movements, but his ability to cap-
ture American life so succinctly will 
ensure his legacy. Many continue to 
sport intensely emotive reactions to 
Rockwell’s imagery, created over a 
span of 65 years, decades after his 
death.
Rockwell is a masterful storytell-
er, and his paintings often feel like a 
snapshot, or a single frame, depict-
ing a moment in the life of an indi-
vidual or family firmly entrenched 
in American culture. 
Often they visually describe the 
overcoming of a personal chal-
lenge, or on a larger scale, issues of 
American intolerance; many of the 
images in the TAM’s “American 
Chronicles” illuminate personal 
struggles during the American Civil 
Rights movement. 
Events concurrent with the ex-
hibition will include an Opening 
Day Family Program and Public 
Lecture on Saturday, Feb. 26; a 
Curator Talk introducing Norman 
Rockwell on Wednesday Mar. 2; 
a Know More Art Sunday Lecture 
Series called “Visions of America” 
on every Sunday in March; and a 
Second City Concert, “Washington 
State Meets Norman Rockwell”, on 
Friday Mar. 11. 
For more information visit www.
tacomaartmuseum.org. The Taco-
ma Art Museum will host the exhi-
bition until May 30.
By LINDSAY FLATT
In her 2003 Oscar award winning 
Lost in Translation, director Sofia 
Coppola managed a heartbreaking 
and realistic portrayal of postmodern 
discontent and isolation. Her latest 
release, Somewhere, merits a direct 
comparison with her earlier master-
piece, for it too manages to capture 
the essence of loneliness, alienation 
and ennui. 
Stephen Dorff and Elle Fanning 
star in this slow-paced, somewhat 
emotionally void film that, despite its 
flaws, is touching precisely because it 
manages to inspire in the audience a 
sense of the very listlessness that it de-
picts.
Centering on the life of Johnny 
Marco, a privileged and laconic Hol-
lywood star, Somewhere is a painful 
exploration of the underlying empti-
ness of one man’s life. 
From the first frames–in which 
Johnny races his Ferrari repeatedly 
around a track-it is clear to us that 
Johnny Marco’s life is going nowhere. 
Although this could also be a criticism 
leveled at the movie itself, the languid 
and organic development of the nar-
rative has the advantage of utter real-
ism, and it is precisely this realism 
which often makes Somewhere diffi-
cult to watch. 
Johnny’s residence at the Chateau 
Marmont hotel, a blur of parties, 
breasts and twin strippers has left him 
feeling empty and unfulfilled. When 
his ex-wife leaves their eleven-year 
old daughter, Clio (Fanning), in his 
charge for an indeterminate time pe-
riod while she ‘sorts some things out,’ 
one would presume that his hedonis-
tic lifestyle is disrupted. 
A number of superficial and void 
sexual encounters are only one aspect 
of Johnny’s seeming inability to con-
nect meaningfully with anyone. There 
is an almost complete lack of connec-
tion or consequence throughout the 
entire film, giving the impression that 
despite Johnny’s fame and celebrity, 
he is in fact a complete non-entity, 
who, were he to walk out of everyone’s 
lives, would never be missed. 
Stephen Dorff and Elle Fanning’s 
performances seem almost free-form, 
like moments accidentally captured 
on film. They provide a depth to John-
ny and Clio’s estranged relationship 
that reveals simultaneously both their 
love for each other and the utter lack 
of understanding between them. 
However, their actual scripted mo-
ments of ‘connection’ lack this depth. 
Their father-daughter relationship 
seems to be more that of friends – they 
hang out, play video games, tease each 
other and indulge in late night snacks. 
Despite the fact that Clio is obviously 
annoyed by her father’s womanizing 
habits, they never have any sort of 
confrontation on this, or any other, 
issue. 
Just like real life, the character 
change that takes place is minimal and 
hard to pinpoint. Because of this there 
are moments in which Somewhere 
seems entirely lacking in plot, which is 
both one of its main failings and one 
of the key aspects of its realism. 
Somewhere confirms Sofia Coppo-
la’s status as a distinguished filmmaker 
in the tradition of Michelangelo Anto-
nioni (the master of ennui).  The fail-
ings of the film drag it down consider-
ably from the sincerity and ease with 
which Lost in Translation expressed 
similar emotions, however it is still a 
masterful evocation of something we 
all share in common and yet have dif-
ficulty expressing – our overwhelming 
sense of being ultimately alone.
Somewhere opened last Friday at 
The Grand Cinema, and will be run-
ning through (approximately) Febru-
ary 24th.
Norman Rockwell comes to TAM
“The Problem We All Live With,” 1963: Much of Rockwell’s work illuminates Civil Rights struggles.
Somewhere goes nowhere 
Dorff and Fanning: Copella’s latest muses attempt filmic realism.
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By JENI OPPENHEIMER
If you’ve been to Beyond the Bridge 
on 6th recently, you’ve most likely 
seen some interesting art featured 
above the couch inside. It is the work 
of The Trail’s own Hallie Bateman, 
who will have nine pieces featured 
there throughout the month of Feb-
ruary. 
These works are mostly in ink and 
watercolor, but Bateman said she 
loves most mediums, having worked 
with everything from a video cam-
era to clay.  Pieces, she says, take her 
anywhere from 10 minutes to 3 hours 
depending on the detail.  
When asked what she wanted 
viewers to get out of her work Bate-
man said, “I want to make people 
laugh, that and maybe…sometimes I 
like to creep people out.”
The work at Beyond the Bridge is 
definitely playful art that is humour 
out of odd pairings.  Her largest piece 
features an old man with a pigeon on 
his head, while other work includes 
a crocodile in a wedding veil and a 
hunchbacked woman riding a camel 
on an oriental carpet inside of a house. 
Bateman describes her work as 
“lots of animals doing people things 
and people doing weird things.” 
Some of the artists whose work in-
spires her include Edward Gorey, 
Graham Roumieau and Matthew 
Grey Gubler; both of the latter are 
also multi-media artists. 
While Bateman’s work displays a 
professional level of quality, she is a 
very humble artist. “I’ve always been 
a huge doodler, in grade school my 
desk was crammed with doodles...
then [I] started taking doodle more 
seriously when I came to UPS,” she 
said.
Bateman says that since coming 
to Puget Sound, she has gotten lots 
of help from the professors; most 
notably Ellen Hoobler, who helped 
her price out her work since she had 
never sold her art before.  
In addition to the pieces at Beyond 
the Bridge, Bateman does a lot of 
artwork for different school groups, 
including KUPS and comics for The 
Trail.  In addition, Bateman is the art 
director for the weblog Bygone Beau-
ro and illustrates for the online maga-
zine as well.  Former Puget Sound 
graduates started Bygone Beauro, 
which received the Web Award in the 
blog category at South by Southwest 
Interactive in 2009.  
Bateman explained that her goal 
with this set of work currently on 
display was to create little scenes “to 
make you curious and make you 
wonder what is going on.”
Besides the animal and people 
pieces, Bateman has done many pota-
to portraits for commission at events 
like the Alder Art Walk.  
In Bateman’s own opinion, her 
work is “not necessarily contained or 
explained …just makes you think and 
want to know the whole story and in 
that fill in the story.”
Student artist displays crocodiles, elderly at gallery
Beyond the Bridge: Senior Hallie Bateman showcasing drawings, watercolors and sculptures.
By TOMMY STONE
Just as Coachella Music Festival is 
for spring break, Sasquatch is sure 
to be a sensational music festival for 
this summer due to its stellar lineup, 
gorgeous locale and timeliness for 
students freshly released from their 
studies. 
I have a feeling that Sasquatch 
will sell out much quicker this year 
than in past years–for this reason, I 
would suggest getting your tickets 
immediately if you have any interest 
in going. 
Just a week ago, Sasquatch’s 2011 
lineup was finally released, launch-
ing all the music-savvy students 
of our campus into a hysteria–the 
same hysteria that, within the past 
week, 
I’ve seen at least 10 Sasquatch-re-
lated posts pop up on my Facebook 
news feed. I even know a few people 
with four-day passes already. 
The lineup truly is something 
worth getting excited about–Death 
Cab for Cutie, Bright Eyes, The De-
cemberists, Iron & Wine, Modest 
Mouse and Ratatat, to name a few.
For those who aren’t familiar with 
the festival itself, Sasquatch has now 
been around for exactly a decade. 
It has always been a summer music 
festival, usually lasting three to four 
days during May or June, and fea-
turing dozens of alternative bands 
in a beautiful, woodsy setting. It’s 
located in Qunicy, Washington at 
the Gorge Amphitheatre–about a 
three-hour drive over the Cascades 
from Tacoma.
This year, the festival is taking 
place May 27 to 30. Foo Fighters, 
Death from Above 1979 and Against 
Me! will be opening the festival on 
Friday, May 27. On Saturday, some 
highlights will be Death Cab for 
Cutie, Iron & Wine, Bassnectar, 
Matt & Kim and Local Natives. 
It’s worth noting that Saturday 
will be monumental for Bright Eyes 
and Wolf Parade fans alike. 
Wolf Parade recently announced 
that they were going on indefinite 
hiatus–Sasquatch, therefore, may be 
one of the shows of their final tour. 
Also, Bright Eyes’ new album, 
The People’s Key, has been said to 
be their last under the name Bright 
Eyes. The tour following The Peo-
ple’s Key may also be their last. 
To any dedicated Bright Eyes or 
Wolf Parade fans out there, Sas-
quatch may be your last chance to 
see them live. 
Sunday’s lineup features Modest 
Mouse, the Flaming Lips, Flogging 
Molly, Ratatat, Cold War Kids, Yea-
sayer, Beach House, Flying Lotus, 
Tokyo Police Club and more. 
Finally, Monday’s lineup includes 
the Decemberists, Wilco, Rodrigo 
y Gabriela, MSTRKRFT, Guided 
By Voices, Chromeo, Deerhunter, 
Noah and the Whale and Surfer 
Blood among others.
The festival’s rates will be $79.50 
each for single-day passes and $295 
for four-day passes. VIP tickets will 
also be available for a hefty $2,000. 
If you’re willing to throw down 
some cash for a little taste of musical 
heaven this summer, whether for all 
four days or just one, Sasquatch will 
certainly the place to find it.
Your guide to the 2011 Sasquatch Music Festival
By KATE SCHWEND
After last week’s microwavable cur-
ry, I’ve been on a microwave-cooking 
kick. A friend of mine, sympathizing 
with the fun of the microwave-cook-
ing challenge, sent me a link to this 
little recipe from the blog “Dalmatia 
Gourmande.” 
What could be better than two-
minute chocolate cakes for two?  After 
testing it out (a few times, admittedly), 
I tweaked it a bit. Try them with a 
scoop of vanilla ice cream:
Magic Chocolate Cakes
1 egg
3 T. sugar
¼ t. salt
½ t. vanilla
2 T. plain yogurt
2 T. oil
1 T. Nutella
2 T. cocoa powder
3 T. flour
¼ t. cinnamon
Mix ingredients in a bowl.  Bat-
ter should be soft.  Divide between 
two greased ramekins or small coffee 
mugs and microwave on high (800 
watts) for two minutes.
Microwave temperature here is key. 
Before you make these for anyone you 
want to impress, test them out for the 
guy down the hall.  The recipe calls for 
just two minutes, but my microwave 
tends more towards two and a half. 
Consider yourself warned.
If the microwave’s not your thing, 
or if you’ve got a stove and want to 
share the rewards of your kitchen 
chemistry with more than just one 
friend, try this fudgy chocolate cake 
recipe from my Aunt Janet.  
This cake is absolutely wonderful—
it’s gooey, chocolaty and vegan, if you 
skip the frosting. Plus, the base ingre-
dient is zucchini, which is cheap and 
abundant in the fall. When zucchini’s 
not in season, try substituting other 
vegetable purees: carrots, applesauce 
or eggplant.
Janet’s Zucchini Cake
3 c. shredded zucchini
¾ c. oil
2 t. vanilla
3 c. flour
1 ¾ c. sugar
½ t. salt (no more than this!)
2 ½ t. baking soda
¼ c. + 2 T cocoa powder
nuts, if desired
Mix zucchini and oil in a bowl. 
Add remaining ingredients, stir.  Pour 
into 9x13 pan.  Bake at 375° for 25-30 
minutes, or until toothpick inserted in 
center comes out clean.
Frosting:
½ c. butter
4 T. milk
1 t. vanilla
¼ c. cocoa powder
3 c. powdered sugar
Boil butter, milk, and cocoa. Re-
move from heat and add remaining 
ingredients. You can adjust the con-
sistency by adding more powdered 
sugar or more milk, according to how 
you like your frosting. Once the cake 
has cooled, frost it and enjoy.  
Until next time, happy caking!
Magic microwavable chocolate cake for two
Weekend Celebration: Fans partied all weekend to 2010 lineup.
By CHRISTINE LUNDMARK
The Jan. 18 release of The Smith 
Westerns’ sophomore album, Dye 
It Blonde (Fat Possum Records), of-
fers a mixed prognosis for the year’s 
new releases. Hailing from Chicago, 
the group’s oldest member is only 
20 years old, which makes The Smith 
Westerns younger than half of this 
campus. After opening for bands like 
MGMT and Passion Pit, the garage 
rockers have made a pitch to try and 
become headliners in their own right.
But don’t get ahead of your-
selves. The opening track of Dye it 
Blonde, “Weekend,” gets going with 
a trashy-yet-groovy, lo-fi guitar line 
that sounds really familiar. Instantly, 
tropes of sunny days at the beach and 
bonfire nights pop into my head.  
Fortunately, Dye it Blonde is not 
without its strong points. “All Die 
Young,” with its crooning melodies 
and breathy chorus, is sure to stick 
around in your head for a while. “All 
die young / when love is love and 
when you are young,” sings Omori, 
and it’s hard not to swoon a little 
bit. “Dance Away” draws the album 
into an upbeat, bouncy frenzy, and 
“End of the Night” verges on flashy 
fun. The album has a teen heartthrob 
vibe to it, which could be a good or 
bad thing, depending on what you’re 
looking for. 
The album drags on after a while, 
however. If the opening of “Smile” 
used even a tiny bit more arpeggio 
and synth, the song would evaporate 
into a mist of glitter. The monadic 
“Only One” is really just boring and 
Cullen Omori’s vocals begin to sound 
tired and vaguely whiney. Only Ka-
cakec’s excellent guitar-playing saves 
some of the songs from falling into te-
dious repetition. 
Are they fresh-faced recent high 
school grads making a gritty pop al-
bum, or are they garage band rockers 
experimenting with a cleaner style? 
It’s hard to tell. 
Despite its shortcomings, Dye it 
Blonde is worth a listen, but probably 
not for a few more months. When 
summer rolls down and you can fi-
nally take a drive around Tacoma 
with your windows down, throw on 
the Smith Westerns.
Blonde EP
attempts to 
find niche
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Heaven in a Microwave: Worry-free vegan cake in two minutes.
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